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A Brief and True Account of the Suffe- 
rings of the Church of Scotland, 
ſence the Tear 1660, &Cc. 


EEING it has always been juſtly called intolerablc 
Arrogance in the Church of Rome to uſurp the Epithec 
of Univerſal, when the far greater Number of Chriſti- 
ans decline her Communion 3 It may very well be 

called a Superlative Impudence in the late Prelats of Scotland, 
and their Clergy, to arrogate as theirs the Naime of that Natio- 
nal Church, when by the Convention they were voted , the 
great and inſupportable Grievance of the Nation. By their 
Majcfties and Pailiament, the Hierarchy hath been demoliſhed, 
as contrary to the Inclinations of the Generality of the People. 
And by the Laws of God the Majority of their Adherents are 
uncapable of the diſtinguiſhing Priviledges of Church-Mem- 
bers, becauſe of their vicious Lives. 

Which leads me to conſider, how unbecoming it is for them 
to refle&t upon the Nation as ſupine and indevote 3 Duis twle- 
rit Gracchos de ſeditione querentes. If it were not known, 
that it's ordinary for the greateſt Whore to call Whore firſt , 
one would take them to be very devout Men who thus exclaim 
again(i Indevotion : but O Hcllifh Diflimulation. and Malice ! 
herein they imitate the Devil himſelf, who firit temptf$ , and 
then accules 3 tho” *tis too vilivle that their Contciences arc 
patt tceling, being ſeared as with a hot Iron. There are Thou- 
ſands in the Nation who remember, That when their Hierar- 
chy was reltoxed there, the Devil, who ſeemed to be hound for 
ſome time before,-was let looſe, the Floodgates of all Impiety 
and Wickedne(s were ſet open, and Hell did triumph 1n its 
Conguelts over that Nation, and diſplayed its Banmer not only 
againſt Religion, but even Morality ; which the Prelates and 


their Adherez:ts were fo far from oppoſing, that they _— 
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: he People, but eſpecially, the Gentry, in their Wickeduets, as 


knowing That to be the only Method. to ſecure them on their 
Side 3 inſomuch, that Curling, ns Drunkennelfs, &c. 
1 


became as infallible Characteriſticks to diſtinguiſh a Prelats/; 
trom a Preshyterian, as Shibboleth was to diſcern the Gileadites 
trom thoſe of Ephraim © which the totowing Inltances, amongli 
the many hundred more that might be given, do ſufhciently 
evince. 

When the booted Apoſtles, as Drapoons, ©&'c. were imploy- 
ed tu convert the Nation, ( wherein once at lealt we were in 
talhion beture France, ) fometimes they apprehenzed Perſons by 
Miitake, bac as won as they heard them pronounce the Shrbbo- 
lth of Curtiug and Swearing, they were preſently {et at liberty, 
with the Charaer of an Honett-man, and no Whizg 3 the nan:e 
then for the Presbyterians of that Nation. 

And in the Welt of Scotland, where fo great a Reformaticn 


'was wrought, that in feveral Parilthes there was not the leal? 


Aimced Oath to be heard > when thoſ Miſcreants were ſent 
2nong?t them t0-force 3 Compliance with the Prelatical Cu- 
rates, thruit upon them as Miniite:s, without their confents ; the 
poor Ciuldren hearing, their execrable Oaths, and not knon - 
ing what they meant; (liaving never heard tuch befcze ) ask'd 
their-Parents in the greateli implicity Imzginavle, the meaning 
of fuch and fach Words: a hopetutChurchzthat ules ſuch as Re- 
tormers 3 but it's too well known there that ſuch kind of Men 
were the greateſt Abettors of Them,and their Cauſe. And on the 
other nand, when ever it cou!d be ſaid of a Man, Behold, he Pray- 
eth; it night be (aid with equa] cercainty,Betwld, he loatheth the 
Curates and their Minitiry , excepting a very few Presbyrer;a:s 
who always held it lawtu] to hear them , but never could own 
that they were the Inſtruments of their Convertion. Yea. the 
Miſcreants theiniclves were 10 feniible of it, that afſoon as ever 
any of their P:riſhioners begun to {ct their face Heavenward. 
and worſhip God in, and with their Families, they were pre- 
ſently the Objects of their Hatred and Perſecution. One re- 
markablke Inſtance, amongſt thouſands,there was in Eaſt- Lothian : 
A contiderable Yeoman, called Sherrift, or Sherwood, having a 
Son, who by hearing fome of the Presbyterian Minitters, was: 


- convinced of his finful State by Nature, ana the neceſſity of 


a Saviour and accordingly, retired Moruing and Evening, to 
bewail 
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bewail, himſelf. and ſeek God. His Father was ſo much RY 


farmed at it, that his Son ſhould turn Whig, and how! and 
whine by himſelf, (as mourning for Sin, and ſeeking of God 
by Secret Prayer,was then'calted in the Epiſcopal Diale& ). that 
he complained of it to his Pariſh Prie!t, lamenting that he had 
loſt one of the hopefulleſt young Men in Lothitn. —The God- 
!efs Miſcreant, that he might diſcover himſelf to be of the 
true Egyptian Brood, who reflected upon the Children of 
» Tſrael as idle, when they fought leave' to ſerve God, adviſed 
the Father to raiſe his Son bettmes m a Morning; and work 
him hard all Day, and he would undertake' he thould forget 
to fay his Prayers er'e he went to bed at night, Adding further, 

That to convince him what kind of villanous Preachers they were 
whom his Son heard, and ſce the wicked PraQtices of: theſe Con- 

venticlers ( whom the Prelatifis charged with uncleanneſs then, 
as their Predecefſors the Pagans did the Primitive Chriftians 
of old) he would lend him his Horſe to ride to a Conventicle. 
Hereupon the Father took an opportunity to follow his 
Son to a+ Meeting, where it pleaſed God to touch his Heart 
by the Word preached, ſo that he found himſelf under a 
Neceſſity of practifing what he had formerly condemned in 
his Son ; and a little while after they were both of them ex- 

poſed to Suffterings for Nonconformity. 

"Ru that the World may have a further taſte of the Prela- 
tical Church'of Scotland, and of their way of Converting, 
I ſhall grve you another very remarkable Infiance, which: may 
tafhciently diſcover what their Deſign was to convert the Na- 
tion to, if we contider the Means and Inftruments made uſe 
of in fo good a Work. 

When the Magiſtrates exacting the Mauls enacted by Law 
rpon ſuch as abſented from hearing the Curates, df' not 
prevail upon the Weſtern People to own thole as their Miniſters 
who were not ordained according tothe Word, and intru- 
ded upon people by Violence z They ſent Souldiers upon free 
Quarter to drive or drag them to Church, who uſually ftaid 
till they had conumed the ſubſtance of their Landlords 4 and 
many times would force them to drive their own Cattle to 
Market, and fell them at ,an under-rate, and then rob them of 
the Money : and, moreover, behaved themſclves in ſo beaftial 
2 manuer, that no \Maniagedble-Womas could with ſafety ſtay 

2 at 


"24. a x7 AND Crt 7” ar pt 


(4) 


at home, by which (the Men being alſo fled for Noncontor- 
mity) it came 'to paſs that many poor Infants were left in the 
Houle, as not able to endure the fatigue of travelling, and lying 
by night in the. coid Mquntains, who were fo barbarouſly uſed 
by the prelatical Apoſiles, - that they could not fatisfy their 
' hunger with the broth wherein their Parents Cattle had been 
boiled, till the Souldiers Dogs had firlt lapped and left it. 
— And their uſual ſaying was, We came to deſiroy, and we 
Fill deſtroy , and all this before the People could be charg- . 
ed with any InſurreQion, but meerly upon the Account of 
not hearing. —And to teltify what reſpect thoſe infernal Fu- 
ries had for Religion, inſtead of going to Church themſelves, 
whither they were ſent to drive others, a Party of them af- 
ſembled at'a Mercat-Croſs,and one of their Nuraber read ſome 
verſes of an old amorous Scotiſh Poem, called the Cherry and 

the Slee, infiead of a Sermon, and they ſung another part 
| of it inſtead of a Pfalm, without any Animadverſion from 
their devote Church or Pious State for {uch tremendous Athe- 
iſm.—And to conſummate the Miſery of the poor People, 
Sir Ja. T wrner, the Commander in chiet of thoſe helliſh E- 
piſcopal Miſhonaries, being conſctous that he had exceed. 
ed the bounds of his Ungodly Commilſion, extorted a Cer. 
tihcate from the dilirefſed Country, that he had behaved him- 
ſelf according, to Law : which horrible Oppretlion, together 
with their Barbarous Ulage of ſore honeft Men (againli whom 
they had nothing but the Matters of their God ) whom they 
tied Neck and heels together, and caſt two of them, one to 
ballance another, on Horſe-back, (as Butchers do Sheep de- 
ſigned for the Slaughter ) occalioned 2 frall Number to take 
Arms in 1/466 (becauſe they could not otherwiſe be ſafe from 
the inſults of the Souldiers and Prelatitis) that they might 
preſent a Petition to the Council for Redreſs of thoſe Grie- 
vances— The Prelatical Party having got it made Treaſon 
to Petition the King otherwiſe than by his Counſel, which be- 
ing compoſed of the wicked Biſhops, and their debauched 
Adherents, they would be ſure to fiifle all Remonſtrances a- 
gainſi their Barbarity, that they ſhould not ſce Light. 

But to return to our Author : He er Diſec That the Scots 
Epiſcopal Clergy pray heartily that the Diſcipline, Order, and 
re 0 T the Engliſh Church might be ſettled amongſt 

them 
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them, to prevent Supineneſs and Indevotion which is 
a Maſs of Ignorance and Nonſenſe. Have they not had the E- 
piicopal Diſcipline almoſt theſe thirty Years? and is not that 
the diſcipline of the Church of England ?— How come they then 
to pray {o heartily to have that which they enjoyed ?— Had not 
the King the naming, or, if you will, the making. of the 
Biſhops, they and the Patrons the making of the Priefts, ' and 
Laws to compel the People to own them.as ſuch? And was 
not that the Conllitution of the Church of . England ? Then 


what needed they deſire that which-they. had ? And notwith- -. 


{tanding of all this, Is not that Supinenels..and Indevotion a- 
mongſt their own hearers ? I appeal to their Conſciences if it be 
not : Then how doth. it appear that che Diſcipline of the 
Engliſh Church is ſo excellent a Mean to prevent it ?—But 
you'l ay, they wanted the Common-Prayer. and Ceremonies. 
— rue, but that's neither the Conſtitution nor Diſcipline, but 
the Worſhip of the Church of England: and arg 4 that be 

and Indevotion, 


fo excellent a Mcan to prevent Supineneſs 


any Man may judg who wilt but caſt his Eyes about him, 


and 'ce whether Supineneſs and Indevotion, and their Conco- 
mitants, Swearing, Drinking, &c. be moxe the CharaQter of 
thoſe of that Church, or of Difſenters from it.——I am ſure 
they who obſerved the Practice of the D. of York's Family, 
where that worſhip was zealouſly maintained when he was in 


Scotland, had no Reaſon to admire the Effects of that Devotion,, 


for they and their Maſter together turn'd. the Palace into a 
Baudy-houſe,and indeavoured to make the whole City a Stews 3 
wherein that Epiſcopal Concurrence to ſo good a Work might 
not be wanting, the Biſhop of Edinburgh lent a helping- 
hand, and was taken in the very Act of hlthineſs with one of his 
Ladies of Honour, by a Lady of greateſt Quality in that Nati- 
on 3 and this very Biſhop was the moſi zealous of arfy for 
the Engliſh Liturgy and Ceremonies, and I underftand ſince 
one of thoſe who our Pamphleteer ſays, refreſh'd their Souls 
with that kind of Worſhip. now in their Diſtreſs. But if they 
had conſulted their awn Honour, they would never have brag- 
ped of ſuch a Profclyte,who is fitter for a Stallion 3 or, if now 
{uperarmuated for that Work, to be a Pimp to a Baudy-houſe, 
than owned as a Merpher of any, Church, and much lets as a 


Right Reverend Fathez ) God, he having been always better 


at 
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at kiſfing his Band-ſtrings in the middle of his Sermon, to give 
| Aſſurance to a Whore that he could think of her in the middle 
of his Devotion. than to govern in the Church. 
* { Neither do 1 think that the Reformednels of thoſe of the 
Church- Communion in the Borders whence our Paimpileteer 
pretends to write, can be any Tentation co our Epiſcopal Cler- 
oy, to defire the aforeſaid Worlhip, for I iny telt not many 
Yeats ag9 have feen Piping, Dancing, and playing amongſt fuch 
on the Sabbath, where many times the Prieti was SpeCtator, it 
not Parme&: And until the Scors Presbyterian Minifiers by 
their Preaching, reformed that Country, ſuch PraQtices were 
very ordinary. And Malice it ftelf muſt necds own that the Ser- 
mons of {ach have reprefſed Theft, &c. more on the Borders, 
| than either the Laws of the State, or the Preaching, and Diſci- 
I pline of the Church of England; yea many of thoſe who 
were infamous Thieves, were never mokelted for that while they 
heard their Parifh-Prie/is,but upon turning from theſe evil ways, 
have on the Account of their Nonconformity been expoled by 
thoſe Hirelings to great Sufferinngs, who belike were of the 
ſame Opinion with chat infamous Parricide, Sorcercr, and in- 
ceſtuous Apoltate, Sharp. Archbilhop of St: ' Andrews, who 
having ſent for that gallant and religious Gentleman Sir Wl. 
Douglas, late of Cavers, inſtead of civil Behaviour to a Perſon 
of his Honour, Deſcent, and Quality, who has better to hold 
j his Stirrup than the chief of the Bithop's Family, the infamous 
| Varlot upbraid<d him thus.---Sir }/'ill;am, T underſtand you are 
= a good Countryman, and ſuppreſs Theft in the Borders, but 
you entertain that which is worle at your Houſe, viz. Presby- 
terian Miniſters. To which the worthy Gentleman, with a 
| Greatneſs of Soul ſuitable to the Grandeur of his Family, diſ- 
dained to rerurn any Anſwer, but immediately turn'd his back 
upon and left the infamous Villain to corrode his own viperous 
Bowels with his mhumane F ury. 

Yea the Scots Epiſcopalians themſelves were ſo ſenſible of the 
xemiſs Diſcipline of the Church of England, that when any of 
j their Daughters had been impregnated inf Fornication or Adulte- 
|; ry, it was uſual amongſt fuch as were willing to avoid the Dif- 
| grace of it, to ſend them over the Borders to be delivered, 
| which in that Country is called the ſpinning of a blue Web: 
| And the honefi Prieſts for a little Spell of Money, never refuſe 
| Baptiſm 
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Baptiſm to {ach Brats} or to couple Whores and Rogues toge-- 
ther, which are there called halt-Mark-Marriages, when. by 
them previous Dalliances the. Belly begins to ſwell, ſothat for 
Shame they cannot in that Condition go to be married in their 
own Country : and. I have heard it as the Encomium of a de- 
ceaſed Parſon, God be with him, he never zcfuſed to make a 
Chriſtened Soul, or a matried Couple. But leſt ny ſhould 
ſay that theſe are malicious Reflections upon the Church of 
England, 1 anſwer, that a Poct of their own, viz. Mr. Hioke- 
ringil m his Ceremony-Mongers Charafter and other Books, 
ſays a great deal worſe, and in exprefs Terms, That it is the 
worſt conſtituted Church in the World. But that which is e- 
nough to confound the Impudence of Gain-fayers z The moft 
part of the Abuſes which Difſenters accuſe the Church of Exg- 
land of are named, and a Reformation of them commanded 
by his Maj:{ty jn his late gracious Letter to the Biſhop of Len- 
aon, which as it hath heightned and coftfirmed the good opini- 
ou which all honett Men had of him, it hath alſo uicenſed the 
Debauchees and high-flown Prelatiſts, who upbraid him, as now 
beginning to diſcover himſelf, and ſay that it were not belt for 
him to meddle too much. Which verikes the Obſervation that 
Diſlenters have always entertained of thoſe Tantivies, that let 
tieir Hyperbolical Pretenſions of Zeal for Religion and Loyalty 
be what they will, if the King put but forth his Hand and 
touch them, they wilt curſe him to his Fate 4 and rather than 
part with an Inch of Superſtition or a {wtniſh Luſt, will, as the 
Party have always done, ſay a Confederacy with Hef and Rome, 
a5 tines palt and preſent do evidence beyond Contradiction 3 of 
which, if my deligned Bievity would permit, I could give Au- 
thentick Jattances out of their own Authors, from the Refor- 
mation to this very, Day. But to conclude this Point, and ma- 
niteſt to the World that the Presbyterjan Diſcipline is infinitely 
beyond that ſo much idolized Difciplinepf the Church of Exg- 
land, \et them give ſach an Inſtance as this, of the nowPres- 
byterian Miniſters of Edinburgb, who-charged their Elders, at 
their Election, to vitt the Parithtwo by two, and fee that the 
Maftcr of every Family prayed in his Family 3. and it he were 
10t able to do it, that they ſhould infirug him, - and pray with 
the Family themſelves. Neither is this a Novelty to capital Ap- 


plauſe, but the old Practice of the Presbyterians both at _— 
an 
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and abroad, where the Government did not obſtruct it, and 
which God hath many times ble(s'd with Succeſs. Thoſe 
being Helps of his own Appointment to aſfiſt his faithful Mi- 
niſters in the Diſcharge of their Paſtoral Nuties. And we ſhould 
be verv' glad to {ce the Church of England as conſcientiouſly 
diicharge what Diicipline their own Canons enjoyn» and his 
Majeliy hath now commandcd, as the atoreſaid Minilters are to 
put theirs in praEiice out of mere Priuxiple, and without any 
ſuch .Cormumnand : but this is more than we can hope, or their 
Church bear, as now conlitute, which ' time will verify. 
—— Nor do we whnt Teltinony trom Officers of their own 
Communion, of the good Diicipline of Presbyterian Families in 
Jreland, where they quartered, and as a thing extracrdinary to 
them, gave an Account by Letter to their Friends, that they 
were quartered in Scots Presbyterian Houſes, who read, pray'd, 
and ſung Plalms in their Fainilies twice a Day : -- And yet 
thoſe are the Men whom the Church of England will nog ad- 
mit into Command, though they have fufhcien:ly evidenced 
their Courage, Chriltianity, and Loyalty in the Delence of Der- 
ry, &c. whereof others baſely and raaliciouſly have robbed 
them of the Honour. - | 

What our Author means by the Orthodox Principles the 
Scots Univerkity were (o careful to infuſe into their Students; or 
by the great and diftinguiſhing Do&trines ot.che Church of Eng- 
land detended in Print by an eminent Profeſſor at Glaſgow, 1 
know not; When I was at the Univerfity of Edinburgh about 
9 Years ago, the Aſſemblies Confeſſion of Faith was taught 
there, and generally by the Epiſcopalians through the Kingdom, 
though their PraGtice and the fame were as much oppoſite as 
- black is to white, —-And I cannot think our Author will allow 

that Confeſſion as Orthodox, lelt he ſhould chwart a Church-of- 
England- Jury who brought it in as a Libe] not many Years ago , 
it being alſo formerly damned by the Univertity of Oxon : And 
that the Church of England (though different in Govern- 
ment and Ceremonies) held any Doctrine which diſtinguiſhed 
her from other Reformed Churches, none ever averred, except 
it were that new up-ſtart flaviſh Doctrine of Non-Reſeſt ance and 
Paſſive Obedience, in the ſenſe of the preſent diſloyal Recuſane 
Clergy, whereof as ſhe had the Diſhonour to be the Mother, ſhe 
las alto the Ignominy t be the Murderer, having balely cut its 


Throat, 
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Throat, as Harfots uſe to do fometimes with their ſpurious 
Brood, whereof if thetr darling K. Fames had had timely No- 
tice, a thoufand to one it ever the Nation had feen the blefled 
Day of an Abdication: and Vacancy of his Throne, and the 
{ame filled with the helt of Kings, as it is now, to the Terror of 
Papiſts and'their Adherents. Bur if, as there is all the Rea- 
ſon in the World to believe, they are the Apoſtles of Paſlive 
Obedience, whofe Caufe this Man advocates, we know what 
Friend he is to the Government :— For if they believe thr ic 
own Doqtrine, they muſt needs look upon retiſting and de- 
throning the greateſt Tyrant as unlawful, and conſequently 
diſapprove of what the Nation has done againſt the late King, 
and look upoti their prefent Majefties as Uſurpers, whom they 
may lawfully reſiſt and depoſe when they have ſufficient Force, 
which that they may attain we need not doubt of their Zeal t5 
buz about their venemous Principles, and intoxicate the Minds 
of thoſe, who that they may without Controul enflave them- 
{elves and others, by their Profanity, to the Devil (which his 
preſent Majeſty by his Letter atorefaid has ſhewed himſelf an E- 
nemy to) they will freely render Themſelves and the Nations, 
Slaves to the Tyranny of France and Rome. 

What was the Behaviour of the Epiſcopal Clergy at the In- 


ſurreQion of Borbwel-Bridg, our Author fays every one knows: 
but Tbelieve if all the Trath were told, he himfelf knows lit- 


tle of it, and 1 am confident he looks upon himſelf as ſome 
Body, 'and wonld be very angry it his Neighbours did not fo 
00. —-- However, ſeeing he hath put me in Mind of it, 
[le let (ome know.what I am ſure he is not willing they ſhould ; 
—— which is thus, —When the extraordinary Hazard of thoſe 
in whoſe Houſes they met, the frequent Surprizes and barba- 
rous Uſage of thoſe who did meet, and the Bleſſing of God: 
upon the Fi;deavours of the Preachers did ſo much increaſe the 
Number of Meeters, that they could not with Conveniency and 
Safety Le accommodated with Houſes,they betook themtfelves to 
the Ficld, where it pleaſed God by the Fooliſhnels of Preach- 
ing; (or in the Epiſcopal Diale&J Fanatical Preachers to convert 
(0 many S:ls, that the niore they were _—_— the more 
they grew and” notwithſtanding the Cannibal Laws againſt | 
them and the Malice of the Epiſcopaliats which carricd them +. 


beyond the Extent of thoſe Laws, the Churches were _ 
t C an 
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and more emptied, and Meetings more and more crowded : 
where a Frzme fo far from ſupineneſs or indevotion was fo vi- 
fible, that the tighs and groans of thoſe who were pricked at 
the Heart for Sin, were very diſcernable 3 and betwixt Sermons, 
Godly Conferences, &c. very audible : whereat the Devil was 
ſ> much enraged, that he _ Rirred up his Inſtruments, 
the Epilcopal-hircLng-Preachers,, who with Infernal bawlings, 
cricd like the Fews of old, Men, Brethren, and Fathers, belp, 
the nhcle Nation goeth after them. At which, their Ungodly 
Dieceſans were {oon alarm'd, and- by the Interceſſion of their 
wicked Privy Council, they procured a Tax to be laid upon the 
Nation for railing an Army to ſuppreſs thoſe Meetings, which 
they maliciouſly called Rendevouzes of Rebellion, And that 
the Inſtruments might be adapted to the Work, the Troops 
when raiſed, conſiſted of the Scum and Refuſe of the Nation : 
They bore the CharaQters of Wickedneſs on their Foreheads, 
and their Mouths were filled with Blaſphemy and Obſcenity. 
Theix Othcers would ſometimes curſe them, if they had ap- 
prehended any Women coming from Meetings, and not ra- 
viſhed then 3 yea, inſtances can be given, that they made the 
Houſes of the Epiſcopal Preaghers, whoſe Cauſe they were rai- 
{{d to defend, their Stews, and their Wives and Daughters be- 
came their Proſtitutes : and yet thoſe Miſcreants were ſo well 
pleaſed with thoſe Pillars of their Church, and Defenders of 
their Faith , that their ſullen Countenances were viſibly chear- 
cd upon their being Levied ;, and when they came to any Town, 
or Village, the Prelatiſits would infult over the Presbyterians, 
and ask them, What they thought now ? 

Thoſe Bloodhounds were at laſt imployed to ſearch out, fire 
upon, and-diſperſe the Ficld-Meetings, Which in many places 
they did, killed {cvera] upon the Spot, and filled the Jails of 
the Nation full; after which, the Council Baniſhed ſome, and 
ſold others for Slaves 3 ſome of which, were ſet at Liberty at 


" the Thames-Mouth afterwards. The Landlords were made to 


give Bond, that their Tenants ſhould not go to Meetings, and 
many times Fined upon that account. The Gentry were Fined, 
Confined, and Impriſoned, becauſe of their Ladies and Children 
going to Meetings. It was declared Treaſon, ſo much as to 
exchange a Word with many of the Meeters. At laſt, it 
carye to that Criſis, That the People were forced to venture their 

Lives, 
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Lives, and reſolve to defend themſelves and their Miniſters, or 
have no Ordinances at all > Whence happened divers Skirmiſhes, 
with various fucceſs, but many times the Soldiers were baffled, 
and thereture they harraſſed the Country in the Night time, that 
no Perſon of any Morality could be quiet, but were difturbed 
by their - frequent, and rude Searches ;, in which they behaved 
themſelves with ſo much Barbarity, Blaſphemy, and Obſcenity, 
that they look*d liker Pagans, than Profeſſors of Chriſtianity 3 
which confirmed the People in their difſent, who readily argu- 
ed, That it could not be the Cauſe of Chrift, which ſuch Chil- 
dren of Hell were 1o zealous to maintain 3 nor, they his Mini- 
ſters, who muſt imploy ſuch Miſcreants to procure them Hearers : 
And if at any time they apprehended ſuch as had been preſent 
at a Meeting, where Reſiſtance was made 3 or if they could but 
be proved, to have had a walking Sword at any Meeting, whe- 
ther there had been Reſiſtance or not; they were jn hazard of 
their Lives, by their Ungodly Laws. James Learmont being 
Beheaded, for being at a Meeting where a Party of Soldiers were 
baffled, tho' it was proved, That he had nothing but a Horſe- 
Tod in his hand. And the Laird of Knof, a Teviotdale Gen- 
cleman, narrowly eſcaped the like Fate, for being at a Meeting 
where there was no Reſiſtance, with a Sword about him, be- 
cauſe a Neighbouring Gentleman, who was brought as a Wit- 
neſs againſt him, would (wear no further, Than that he had a 
Staff, or a Scabbard under his Cloak, which the Jury could 
not hind within reach of the Law. And by a continued Series 
of Tyrannical Proceedings, many of the moſt conſiderable, and 
ſubſtantial Yeomen, many conſiderable Citizens, ſome former- 
ly Magiſtrates of Corporations, and divers of the Gentry, be- 
came liable to loſe cir Lives by their wicked Laws: which bc- 
calioned their meeting together, ſometimes in pretty good po- 
{ture of Defence to hear the Goſpel z, and at ſuch a Meeting it 
was, where the Great Papa-Prelatical Champion Dundee, with 
a conſiderable Force of Foot and Dragoons, was routed by the 
Condudt of William Cleland, then a Boy 3 but afterwards, the 
immortally famous Lieut, Colonel, who at Dunkel, with about 
Eight hundred Presbytcrian Soldiers, routed: the whole, Ty- 
ranno-Papar Prelatical Hoſt,which conlilted of near fix thouſand 
Men ; or if you will, Savage Beaſts in Human Shape. Afﬀeer 


the Defeat of Claverhouſe, at the faid Mecting , the Gentle- 
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men concerned in the Reſiſtance, knowmyg they were #&Rine® 
to the Slaughter, if ever apprehended; and that the whott 
Country would be ruined for their ſakes, reſolved to keep "toge- 
ther in their own Dcfence, to whom a great :many others in 
like Circumſtances gathered in a little time, and if the Gentry. 
had a&ed their parts as the People did theirs,or would but have 
vouchſated them Condu@, in Probability Scorland had not at 
this Day been vexed with a graceleſs untoward Generation of 


Prelatil:s > from whom, as to the Differences betwixt us and 
them, we could never from firft to laſt have any thing but 
HeRoring for Reajon, Damning and Curſing for Argument : 
And it's the King's Will toſatisfy our ObjeCtions from the Liph, 
of Nature, Word of Gud, and Conlcience enlightne! by the 
ſame. Thus you have an Account of the Prelatical H:reling 
Curates, and of their Carriage before, and how the ſaine oc. 
caſioned the Inſurretion at Botbwel-Bridg, and now follow 
ſome Inſtances of their Carriage after that was over. 


The D. of Monmouth having, carried on that Aﬀeair with the 
Clemency and Generofity natural to him, was maligned by Ol 
Prelatifts, becauſe he did not ſacrifice the Priſoners to the Re- 
venge of thoſe Epilcopal Furies, which they did themſelves af. 
terwards in the moſt inhumane manner imaginable : for having 
ſent ſeveral Hundreds of them to Sea, the Ship was caſt away, 
(and that prubably with Deſign) on the Coaſt of Orkney, 21id the 
ungodly Epiſcopal Brute the Captain, lock'd down the Hatchcs 
when the Ship was a lmking, that they might be deſtroyed ; 
ſo that none cſcaped but ſuch as were above Deck, which they 
were allowed to A in Parcels, leſt they ſhopld have'been ſmo- 
thered when altogether in the Hold z Nor dd the poor, Remnant 
that were ſaved elcape the bitter Taunts and Malice of the Epil- 
copalians of that Place, 

And how intolerable the leaſt Favour ſhowed to the Presby- 
terians was to that reprobate FaGion, . is evident from the fol- 
lowing Inſtances z When a great many of the Priſoners taken at 
the InfarreQion in 1666, formerly mentioned, were executed 
to ſatisfy the Fury of "the ungodly Prelatifts, the Court be- 

came a little exorable, and ſent down a Pardon to the reſt, but 
that Limb of Antichriſt and infernal Locult, the Apoſtate 
Arch-Biſhop Sharp, being a Revolter, and conſequently profound 
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© rhake $auphter, with a Milice like bis Father the Devil, 
kept up'the {atetil! ſeveral thote were exetuted; # Demon 
ſtration that the moſt implacable enraged Tyrant hath more 
Bowels of Mercy than a waſpiſh formal Prelate. 

In like manner when an Indulgence was pranted to ſettle the, 
Minds of the-People after the Infurre&ion at Bothwel-Brids 
the Generation of Vipers, the Epiſcopalian Seed of the Ser- 
pent, did moſt bitterly revile the D. of Monmoith, whom they 
look'd upon as the Procuter of it, and flew in the Face of Ma- 
icfiy it of. exprefling themſclves in the Lady Hattors Dialet, 
What the Devil ſhafl rhe Ks Baſtard-Son govern 8? And the 
unconſtant turn-coat Clergy, (fome of whom! while the Presby- 
terians kept in, Arms, declared thrir DiſlatsfaQtion with Preta. 
cy, ahd after their Defeat recanted again) by their Muſe Ninias 
Paterſon Curate of Libertoy,, publiſhed an obſcene ſcurrilous 
Lampoon, reflecting upon the Government for that Indulgence, 
which ade ſome of the Epiſcopal Party themſelves wonder that 
ever {1:h a Flow ſhould have been ſuffered to pollute a Pulpit 
afterwards: That ybu may taſte a litthe oftheir Poets Modeſty, 1 
ſhall give you forge of his Lines which- occur to ray Memory ; 
In his Proeminm he addreflesthe King thus 3 


IWe are like Jobs thi 19 Tears perplez”d, 

| Betwixt Deſtraftion and Diftrattion vex'd ; 

©; Ard that, artad Sir. thuugh ndt ſo firange #s true, 
By Scabs aud Druils, now indulg d by you. 


And Abundance more, u preat deal worſe, which I have for- 
got, But that you may know that their Pen-men and Sword- 
men, or if you will, HeQors arid Buffoons, are near a-kih in Mo- 
rals. you maſt underſtand this Clergy-Poet was .farrwus'and 
well known by the Name of KMaggs, a Scotch Word: fora Bin 
© hang any thing on. The Occation of” his being called fo 
was thus : Coming on a time into a Genflewoman's Chamber 
before ſhe was fully dreffed, he took up her Neck-lace," which 
when ſhe enquired aftex, hetold her he had Ing upon a Knag, 
and when the asKed "where, he thewed it her hanging on 
his * * *. Sc. , a very modeſt Epiſcopal Preacher, * | 
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' Our Author ſays, the Epiſcopal Clergy generally complain'd 
of Violation of Jultice under the late Adminiſtration 3 and 
though ſome were too acccflary, others ſuffered for their Op- 
polition, and that the whole are not culpable for the Miicar- 
rages of a few > which take it in the Complex, 1s a hateful 
Prevarication, and great Untruth : The Nat:on too well felt it, 


_ and {marts yet for,it : That they gencrally in their Sermons, 


and otherwile, abetted the Tyranny of the Court, and thun- 
dered Anathema's againit thoſe that maintained the Jawfulne(s 
of reliſting Tyrantsz and though, it's true, the honeltelt a- 
mongſt them were turned out by the Teſt, that ſays nothing, 
in dctence of thote at preſent cjected. The' Anti-Telters be- 
ing thrown out in the Time of Charles the Second, and con- 
{equently are too honeſt to have any ſhare in his Apology z and 
it's well known, the generality of thoſe who continued in af- 
terwards, went along with the Court in every thing, till ſuch 
time as Liberty was given to the Presbyterians ( which was al- 
ways more intolerable to the Prelatifis, than Liberty to the Pa- 
pilts ) and then they ſnutted, not that they were angry with 
the Tyranny of the Manner, for it was according to their own 
Do&trine, that the King was emboldened to iſſue his Proclama=- 
tion in ſuch a tyrannical Stile but that, like Cam, being 
conſcious to themſelves of their Brethrens Blood, they were a- 
traid to ſee them any way countenanced by thoſe in Power, 
( and for Cain's Reaſon too) leſt every one that found them, 
ſhould kill them for they knew well enough that the inhu- 
mane Laws, in their darling King Fames*s Time, which made 
it Death for any Nonconformiſts to preach, or People to hear 
them, were contrived by their Abettors, and paſſed by con- 
ſent of the Biſhops. They knew alſo that the brutiſh, impo- 
tent, revengetul Tortures of Boots and Thumikins had been 
inflicted on the Presbyterians, by Advice of the Privy-Council, 
where their Biſhops were the moſt obdurate SpeRtators, and im- 
pertinent ſpiteful movers of Queſtions to the poor tortured 
Priſoners. They knew further, that they had procured, and 
given conſent to the Antichriſtian-like Execution of Gentlemen 
within an hour after their Sentence, as Ferrsſwood and others ; 
like the praftice of that Italian, who threatned to ſtab his 
Neighbour if he would riot deny God 3 and when he had done 


it, 


! 


\ 


(15) 

it, ſtabbed him notwithſtanding, that he. might kill .bis Soul 
too, by allowing him no time to repent. They knew further, 
that their Prelats had fat in Council, where Men were exa- 
mined and threatned with Torture, to declare their” Thoughts 
on ſuch and ſuch Pointy; and after having declared them, were 
hanged for the ſame, as James Skein and others 3 which was an 
invaſion on the Right of Mankind. - Nay, Tyranny was come 
to ſuch an height, that their meaneſt ſcoundrek Officers would 
take upoh them to examine as Judges, Perſons whom they 
had apprehended, and torture them with burnt Matches be- 
twixt their Fingers, to tell the Miniſters Names who they had 
heard preach 3 and who of their Acquaintance were there be- 
ſides. And the baſe impudent Prieſts, whoſe Fathers were not 
good enough to eat with the Dogs of their Flocks, were hence 
incouraged to vomit out {currilous Refle&ions upon their own 
Patrons Families, and thoſe of the 'greatelt Quality, becauſe 
favourers of Presbytery ; they were {0 tar trom complaining 
of the Violation of Juttice, as 'our lying Pamphleteer would 
inſnuate, 2 


In the next place, the Scribler mentions an Addreſs of the 
Scotih Biſhops, which he fays very * much incenſed the com- 
mor inferior People againſt them, and pleads for ſome charita- 
ble - Allowance to that Action, becauſe of the Laws then in 
force 3 and feemg, ( as heſays)) they are willing to ſubmit to 
the Government, the Power of thoſe in Authority might be 
pleaſed to cover chem from the Rage and Infolence of. the Rab- 
ble, FL TR 

Whercin he ſhews himſelf plainly an Enemy to the Go- 
verniment. He paſſes over the Addreſs very ſmoothly, though 
it was that ſcandalous Libel againſt his preſent Majeſty when 
attemping our Deliverance : They who. will, may read it in 
Gazette, Numb. 2398. Novemb. 12. 1688. and I ſhall only 
animadvert upon two or three Paſſages in it : And firſt, they 
reckon the long and :uſtrious Race of our Kings, the greateſt 
Glory of the Kingdom : Diametrically oppoſite to the Senti- 
ments of all ſober Men, who (allowing that its due place ) 
conſtantly athrm the greateft Glory of that Nation to be their 
early and long profeflien of the Chriſtian Religion, being a- 

mong 
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mong the firſt Fruits of the Gentiles, gifted unto C!:tiſt, 
"2x 2. amongſt the utmoſt Ends of the Earth 4 and in the 

pinion of gcod Hiſtorians, bleſſed wich the tuli Chiiltian 
King. But this Expreijion of the Antichriſtian-Prelats, agrees 
very well with their Religion, an eſſential Part hereof, as 
they ſay themielves, was, their ſiedfaſt Allegiance to. the late 
King : which verifies from their own Mouths our Obſervation 
of them, that they and their Hirelings, iuſtcad of preaching Sin- 
ncrs into Chriſt, have. made it their Work to convert the Na- 
tion into a ſturid {laviſh ſubjection to T yranny, by them falſly 
called Loyalty > and their gieatelt Argument, inltead of Tha 
ſaith the Lord, was, Thus ſaith the King And indeed this 
is not to be wondered at, it being juſt. with Ged to ditcover 
they were none of his Miniſters, but to fill them, as Back- 
{liders, with their own Ways, and make it evident they were 
the Miniſters of the King to whom they ſwore as Head of 
their Church, and had no other Minilterial Power, but what 
they derived from him ; aud all who know them, muli needs 
lay they preached more againlt ſuch as oppoſed the Tyranny of 
their King, than againſt the moſt avowed Rebels.co God and 
his Word : But their Brethren who poſſeſs the Pulpits now, 
are reſolved to avoid that Extream, and many of them chuſe 
rather to wreſt the Fifth Commandment to reach a Blow at 
their preſent Majeſiies, than to infiſt upon the Theme of Loy- 
alty to their King, though they bellowed it from the Pulpits, 
fo procure ſubmiſſion to the hateful Tyranny of the two lali 
Reigns : But their profound and univerſal tilence on that Sub- 
je& now, and forbearing to declaze their abhorrence of the pre- 
ſent Rebellion by the Prelatifis, in conjunction with their Bre- 
thren the Papiſts, docs {uthciently demonltxate what Friends 
they are to his preſent Majeſty, thcir Zeal for. him bearing no 
proportion to their Zeal tor the laſt two, they being eagerly 
forward then, to abltior Aﬀociations, Petitions for Parliaments, 
and Inſ:rrefions, yea, to degrade, as unworthy to be Mem- 
bers of their Church, Mr. Johnſon, &c. who maintained the 
lawfulneſs of reſiftiz Tyranny,z but we-fec no fuch publick 
Declarations againſt {}te Mutineers and Rebels now. 

But to return to te Prelates Addrets,; they conclude with a 
preſumptuous Afſiwance, that God would give King Fames 


the 
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the Necks of his Enemies, for which ,his preſent Ma- 
jeſty is very much obliged to them, who as they did 
then, they look upon him ſtill as his principal Enemy : 
but their Prayers, Faith and Undertakings were all of a 
Piece, and failed them moſt abominably ; and they were 
thereby ſufficiently diſcovered to have no Intereſt with. 
God, who rej:&ed'their preſumptuous Faith; nor with 
the People, for-whoſe Allegiance-they undertook, who 
did by their Repreſentatives unanimouſly -chuſe the 
Prince. of Orange their King, and at the ſame time re- 
jetted” the Prelates as an inſupportable Grievance, and 
gave a Demonſtration to the World, that the Prelatical 
Maxim, No Biſhop, no King, is as falſe as the Devil the - 
Author of it. | 

And whereas the Scribler pleads for a charitable Al- 
lowance to them, becauſe of the Laws then in Force : he 
forgot ſure that theſe very Laws were made by the In- 
ſtigation of the Prelates and their Party, and conſe- 
quently can be no Excuſe : And that the late K. was ſo 
well aſlured of their Adherence to him, that heexpreſly 
commands the Viſcount Dundee to ſummon the Prelates 
and ſuch others as he confided in, to frame a Conventi- 
on of States in Oppoſition to the other : Neither has his 
Confidence failed him, for as they all' owned him while 
they ſatin the Convention, their Party hath actually 
joined the Popiſh High-landers, Irs and French, who 
fight for him ſince ; and ſuch of them as were enter- 
tained in our preſent King's Pay, bettayed his Forces 
twice to the Rebels : and this is all the Service he can 
eyer expect from the Scors Prelatiſts. 

Next he tells you the ſaid Addreſs very much incenſed 
the Common People againſt them ;; as if his preſent Ma- 
jeſty had no other Friends there bnt ſuch, and that none 
of the Nobility and Gentry were lacenſed at that raſcal- 
ly Aﬀeont put on him by the Prelates : Sure he forgot 
that the Convention had not fat long till it ſent the Pre- 
lats a going, and I hope they are not the common infe- 
riour ſort ; and if his Majzſties great (but by them ill de- 
ſerved) Clemency had not prevented, it's not ay 
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that thoſe Rablbakeb and Shimerlike-Prelates had felt 
the Reſentments of others beavier than thoſe of the 1n- 
feriour ſort, for that ſcandalous Libel. And now | can- 
not but obſerve the Harmony betwixt the Papiſts and 
Scors Prelatiſts, the ſaying of this Pamphleteer agreeing 
ſo exatly with what the D. of Gordon's Gentleman, late- 
ly come up, violent known Papiſt,faid in a certain Com-- 
pany, That King Witiam had none to own his Cauſe in 
Scotland but the inferiour Sort the Presbyterians : and 
tells a great many of the ſame impadent Lics concerning 
the ſevere Uſage of the Epiſcopal Clergy there, which 
- are in this Pamphlet : whereby they deſign to render his 
Majeſties Government to the Church of England odious, 
that he ſhould ſuffer the Scots Epiſcopal-men to be fo il- 
legally abuſed ; which our Pamphletcer does alfo in a ſly 
manner inſinuate by ſaying, —- The Government might 
be pleaſed to protect them from the Inſolente of the 
Rabble, which is as much as to ſay (but a k«lliſh Lie) 
they do not. 

But granting them charitable Allowances for that Ad- 
dreſs, becanſe of the Laws then in Force: What can 
he ſay to juſtify their oppoſing his Majeſties Acceſſion 
to the Crown, when they were not under the dread of 
thoſe Laws, as it is known every Man of them did in 
the Convention, and that Arch Pimp of Glaſgow, Parer. 
ſon, had the Impudence in their Face to maintain the un- 
lawfulneſs of depoſing the late King. Sure this ſays 
their Oppoſition was of Choice and not Fear ; and rho 
they may be forced to ſubmit, yct how they can be 
elteemed Loyal Subjects to a Government whoſe Being 
they oppoſed, I cannotunderſtand. 

Our Author diſcoyers no little Malice and Ignorance 
in his enumerating the ſorts of Presbyterians in Moun- 
taineers,Cameronians, and Indulged : All Scots-men know 
the firſt two to be but one, and for hi; reckoning all the 
reſt Indulged; becauſe Accepters of the Liberty under 
King James, thinking thereby to bring an Odium 
npon them as Countenancers of the ditpenling Pow- 
er, nothing can be more malicious, as may be ſeen by 
their 
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their Addreſs, wherein they plainly telſhim, their Prih- 
ciples are contained in the Afﬀemblies Confeſſion of 
Faith; which is far from owning any other Power in 
the Magiſtrate, than to encourage the Good, and puniſh 
the Wicked, and conſequently the Bounds of our Obe- 
dience. This was not a cheating him with a pretended 
Principle of Paſſive Obedience, and yet to dethrone 
him notwithſtanding, when he touched their. Mitres ; 
which gives us a new explanation of the 'Prelatical 
Maxim, No Biſhop, no King, | 

Another of his Refle&tions is,” that they do not check 
nor reſtrain thoſe Cameronians, whom he charggs with 
Anabaptiſtical Principles, &c. Which is a groſs Un- 
cruth, it being known, that ſeveral of thoſe Camero- 
nians have been reclaimed by their Admonitions ; 
and if the Malice of Hell did not induce the Pre- 
latiſts and Papiſts to obſtrut the ſettlement of Pres- 
bytery, there is no doubt of the reclaiming of the 
reſt, their difference not being ſo much in Principle, 
as in miſtaken Matters of Fact ; and there are very few, 
if any of them, chargeable with thoſe German Ana- 
baptiſt Principles he talks of ; though ſome, by the Ty- 
ranny of the late Government, abetted by the Prelartiſts, 
and for want of a free Exerciſe of Presbyterian Diſci- 
pline ( which informs Mens Heads, but does nor, -ac- 
cording, to that of the Prelats, knock out their Brains ) 
run into unwarrantable Exceſles 3 and by miſtake con- 
cluded, becauſe the late Government aCted fo like the 
Devil, that it was thereby dillolved, and every one left 
to his Primitive Liberty; not conſidering, that the 
People had not then, though they have ſince, caſheer'd 
it by their Repreſentatives. 

And whereas he azgravates the turning out of ſome 
of the Prelatical Hirelings, before any thing was done 
in Parliament againſt them : There are none who 
throughly underſtand that Matter, will think it fo culpa- 
ble as he would render it, eſpecially when 1t is confi- 
dered that the Government was diſlolyed, and the Peo- 


ple in poſſeſſion of their Native Right, it will appear no 
D 2 great 


(20) 

great Wonder that they ſhould diſcharge ſuch to preach, 
2s their Miniſters, who were obtruded upon them by 
Force, and into the Labours of Faithful Miniſters, ex- 
truded by Violence 3 but eſpecially they being void of 
all Piety, having entred upon the Miniſtry with no other 
Deſign, but as Men do upon an ordinary Calling, to get 
a Livelihood, having no other Ordination, but the Col- 
lation of a prophane Biſhop, who arrogates to himſelf 
the ſole Power of Ordaining 3' and declares all the Or- 
dination of the Reformed Churches abroad to be void, 
while he holds that of the Church of Rome to be valid ; 
and it being a known Practice amongſt them to chop 
and change Benefices for Advantages and Conveniency, 
as Men do Horſes and Cows. But whoſoever conſiders 
that theſe Hirelings had been the occaſion of ſo much 
Rapine, Profanity, Blood, and Devaſtation in the Weſt 
of Scotland, where, by their mcans, Sir Fa. Turner, with 
a Body of Helliſh, Prelatical, Lowland Souldiers, was 
brought to waſte the Country upon the account of Non- 
conformity, as formerly hinted ; and twice afterwards 
an Hoſt of Popiſh Savage Highlanders, (then the Epiſ- 
copal Converters, and now their Champions) were. 
brought upon them with a deſign to depopulate the 
Country in a time of great Peace and Quiet ; by which 
means a Famine was brought on thoſe Parts, whereof 
'many died, though the moſt induſtrious People in the 
Kingdom. 

If it be further conſidered, what they ſuffered af- 
terwards on the account of the Inſurrections at- Both- 
wel-Bridg, and that by the Earl of. Argyle, both occa- 
ſioned by the Prelatiſts, inſomuch that there was ſcarce- 
' ly a Family in the Welt which had not ſuffered, either 
by Free-quarter, Fining, Confining, Rape, Exile, Mur- 
der, Famine; yea, even many of the Prelatiſts them- 
ſelves, either in their Families or Relations, it being 
very well known that the Highlanders ſpoiled all with- 
out diſtinftion, where they could with conveniency ; 
and were ſo brutiſh and inhumane, as to tear the 
Mort-cloaths, (or Pall,) from Corps going to be _— 
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which they. afterwards converted into Caps. Now, 1 
ſay, all theſe Barbarities conſidered, which that poor 
Country ſuffered upon the account of thoſe Hirelings, 
it may rathcr ſeem Matter of Wonder, that they 
ſhould have been ſo moderate as to. content them- 
felves with turning them out, and not have vented their 
Reſentments in the utter deſtruttion of them, who had 
occaſioned the:deſtruction of ſo many ; and certainly if 
Grace had not ſubdued Humane Paſſion, they would have 
done ſo: AndI appeal to the Prelatilts own Conſcien- 
ces, Whether they could have. carried it with ſo muck 
moderation to thoſe who had but half ſo much in- 
jured them. 

And as for the Contempt the People ſhewed of them, 
after the abolition of Epiſcopacy,it denotes how they had 
behaved themſelves when in Power ; for, ſetting aſide 
ſome prophane Atheiltical Wretches, it was never 
known that the generality of the People did ſo much 
vility the Nonconformiſt Miniſters, when under the ſe- 
vereſt Laws: And it demonſtrates clearly, that they 
were under the Effefts of the Threatning, becauſe they 
made the Sacrifice of the Lord Vile, he made them Con- 
temptible before the Pecple , who if they had profited 
by them, would never have trampled upon them. And 
the true Reaſon of the Peoples diſregard, our Author 
by chance ingenuouſly acknowledges, though he did 
not intend ſo much, when he ſays in expreſs Terms, 
T he Ejeitcd complained not ſo much of their being depri- 
wed, as that all the Profits of the Year were denied thtm, 
It being juſt the vulgar and true obſervation of them, 
That they cared more for the Fleece, than for the Flock, 
And though as to Preaching ſucceſsfully and faithfully 
they were dumb Dogs, yct they could call for their 
Gain from their: Quarter, And their complaining fo 
much of their Danger from the People, puts me in mind: 
'of a Gentleman's Saying in the Weſt of Scotland, 
whoſe ProteQtion they demanded, for fear of the Peo- 
ple, at their firſt being obtraded upon them 3 which was. 


thus: * If you be God's Miniſters, let God protect: 
you5 
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*« yon; thoſe who were here before you, never needed 
* nor ſought, our ProteCtion : And it is a ſhrewd ground 
* of ſuſpicion to the People, that you are not God's 
« Miniſters, when you muſt have ſuch wicked Means 
« and Inſtruments to preſerve you. The poor Man 
being conſcious of his own Wiekedneſs, and knowing all 
Lneir Abetters to be ſuch: | 
Then he cemplains, that thoſe who would not pray 
35 commanded, were ejetted ; wheretn he hatefully pre- 
varicates, and delignedly paſſes over what they were 
commanded to pray, viz. for their preſent Majeſties ; 
which may be ſeen in the printed Journals of the Scotch 
Parliament 3 wherein all modeſt Men cannot but juſtify 
their Condu&t ,, for though there might have been other 
Grounds enough to have deprived moſt of them,as Scan- 
dal, Inſnfficiency, &s. yet that they ſhould have no rea- 
; ſon to complain of prejudicated Judges, and that their 
Knavery might be evidenced to the World, the Parlia- 
ment, with- a conſummare prudence, chuſed to make 
their Loyalty to the Government their Teſt; and not 
one was authoritatively turned out, but upon the ac- 
count of refuſing to pray for their Majeſties, and read 
the Declaration ; and thoſe who were ( deſervedly e- 
nough ) turned out by the People, were by A of Coun- 
cil reſtored again, till ſuch time as they underwent a 
legal Trial. But ſuppoſing it hard meaſure, if they had 
any Conſcience, they might herein acknowledg the Ju- 
ſtice of God, if they conlider that the Presbyterian Mi- 
niſters were turned out, meerly becauſe they would not 
acknowledg the Prelats, though willing enough to own 
the Civil Government : And Malice it ſelf mnſt needs 
own the Moderation of our pretent Sovereign, when 
compared with = Darlings of Heaven, Charles and 
Fames, that hanged thoſe, who upon better ( though 
miſtaken) Principles, refuſed to pray for them. And 
if his preſent Majeſty exceed any way, it is in Mcrcy to 
thoſe who profeſledly diſown his Title ; for neyer was 
any Government known ſo mild towards thoſe who re- 
fuſe to own it 3 and the leaſt Puniſhment that can be, is to 


curn 


4» Pg” od 
gate re 


( 23 ) 

curn ſuch from their Employmenty And what kind 
of Friend to the Government this Pampheleteer is, who 
complains of Injuſtice in depriving of ſuch Men, may be 
cally gueſſed. | | 

As for his hear-ſay Violences uſed to their Clergy, 
whereof the moſt atrocious Inſtances are the ktlling of 
one, and daubing his Face with Excrements, as Aa- 
buſing the Wife of another though in Child-bed z they 
are Helliſh Prelatical Lyes, and we challenge him to 
make good hi; Aſertions, that any Presbyterians were 
concerned in thoſe Inhumanities, which if any ſach hap- 
pened, *look liker the brutiſh impudent Fury of ſome E- 
piſcopalians, whoſe Relations have perhaps ſuffered by 
the Information or Rage of thoſe Curates, whoſe malict- 
ons Carriage hath ſeveral times drawn upon them the 
Reſentments of thoſe of their own Communion, to re- 
venge the Injuri:s offered to their Wives, Children, 
and remoter Relations, of which we can give many In- 
ſtances if needful : but that we may be allured they are 
impudent atrocious Lies, he neither gives Time,nor Place, 
nor Name of thoſe Perſons ſo abuſed, which to be ſure 
he would if he could : only he tells you, He has been 
told fo, and he cannot certainly tell you who did it, though 
their Neighbours threatned them : Juſt like the Inſtance of 
Papaprelatical Veractty uſed by the D. of Terk, and his 
Epiſcopal Council of Scorland againſt the Univerfity of 
Edinburgh, whcn they had affronted him by burning the 
Pope in December 1680. They firſt alledged that the 
Students threatned to burn the Provoſt's Houſe, becanſe 
he like a Blockhead had ſuffered the King's Souldiers-to 
enter the Ciry (contrary. to his own Oath,” and the 
Towns Privitedges) to prevent the barning of the” 
Pope, and when they had buzzed abont this ſuppoſed 
Threatning, then they *burn'd it themſelves, and 
charged the Students with it to make them odious, and 
find Occaſion of diſſolving the Univerſity, which they 
did for ſome time, and thongh the ſaid Students offered 
to come to any legal Trial for their Vindication, it was 


never accepted, becanſe the Counctt knew it eonl&be 
proved 


( 24 ) 

proved that ſome of the Duke's Livery were ſeen come 
from the Houſe, juſt as it took Fire, and that 'a Barrel 
of Powder having the Caſtle-Mark on it, which it was 
not pollible for an, to come at, but from the King's Am- 
munition, was found in tne Park near the ſaid Houſe : 
The molt violenc Proiccutors of the ſaid Students, were 
the Biſhops of St. Andrews, Edinburgh, and the profane 
Ruſftian Sir William Eiterſon, then Clerk to, the Council, 
and as great a Whore-maller as his. Brother the Biſhop, 
who both of them particularly, when the Students were 
examined by the Council about the Pope-burning, took 
care to have that Queltion ask'd at them, if they went 
to Church, knowing the Prelatilts had not ſuch a Hatred 
at .Popery as the others; which as it was diſcovered 
then, appears above board now, when they joyn aCtual- 
ly with the Papiſts in Arms againſt the preſent Govern- 
ment in that Kingdom, and according to our laſt Ad- 
vices from” Ireland, the Rebels build their great Hopes 
upon an Allociation of the Scors Prelatiſts, who have 
{worn Allegiance to their preſent Majeſties, that they 
may have the greater Opportunity of undermining 
them. 

Our Author in the next place reſolyes to give us a 
rouch of his Hyperbolical (or rather helliſh becauſe ly- 
ing) Oratory, That it's beyorid the Power of IWords to ex- 
preſs their Miſery to that Degree as they ſuffer it, Bar I 
would have him to remember that there are Epiſcopal 
Inhumanities which we have felt of a far higher Nature 
than thoſe he falſly alledges they ſuffer, viz. Rapes, Ra- 
pine, Murder, Hanging, Drowning, Beheadipg, Fa- 
mine, torturing with Boots, Thumikins, &c, which 
we have Words to expreſs, and pray it he can let 
him give us Inſtances of their Suiferings to that De- 
grec. 

; T his next RefleCtion is upon the want of Divine Ser- 
vice in many Churches for ſome Months : to which he 
may readily be anſwered, That moſt of them have 
wanted it ever fince the Reſtitution of Prelacy, for what 
Service has bcen in them ſince, it has by its Effects 


proved 


( 25 
proved far enongh from being Divine, as may be ſeen 
by their want of Converts, of which we challenge the 
whole Party to produce any it they can ; Perverts we 
are ſure they may : and therefore we give them the 
like Choice, as Elijah gave to Baal's Prieſts; The God that 
anſweretb by Fire, let him be God, Let thoſe whoſe Mi- 
niſtry God has owned by the Seal of -Converſton, be 
his Miniſters, and the others not ;- and we-are ſureto 
find the Scots Prelatical Curates to be excluded, and 
that Threatning exaCtly fulfilled on them, Becanſe you 
ran, and 1 have not ſent you ;, therefore you ſhall not profit 
my People : whereby God hath owned our Cauſe, and 
maintained the Truth of our Arzuments apainſ(t their 
Miſſton and- Ordination. Not- that I wouid accuſe all 
who cannot perhaps give Proof of their Miniſtry by 
Converlion as no Miniſters, knowing that God is So- 
veraign, and may uſe in that Work whom he pleaſes, 
but I ſay that conſidering their way of Ordination, and 
coming in upon Flocks which they have maintained af- 
ter ſo much Light to the contrary, in Oppoſition to 
that Way which is clearly exhibited in the Word, 
their Uniferſal want of Succeſs, while God hath blefſed 
their Oppoſites with it, is to me as viſible a Demon. 
ſtration that God owns our Cauſe, and diſowns theirs, 
as his burning up of Ehjah's Sacrifice, while that of the 
Baalicolites remained untouched, was, that he owned him 
as his Prophet, and diſowned them. 

And that ſome Chnrches are unprovided, and others 
not ſo well as they ſhould be, 15no Reflection upon us, 
but on themſelves, who have by their Inhumanity dimi- 
niſhed the Number of our Miniſters, prevented the 
breeding up of others, and at preſent obitruC the Set- 
tlement of our Church, by their horrid Lies, and fly 
malicious Infinuations. But when their Party was pre- 
dominant, I have ſeen ſeveral Churches, nay I am fure 
the moſt part of the Churches in ſ»me Counties, where 
there was little or no Divine Service, as they call it, be- 
cauſe the People cou!d not be preyail'd upon to come 


and hear them, and in that caſe l:t any Mas judg whe- 
E ther 
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ther it be fit to impoſe ſuch a Miniſter whom the People 
would not hear ? or where have they a Precedent in the 
Scripture for ſuch PraCtices ? 

Next he tells us that the Nobility, Gentry, and bet- 
ter ſort of the Commonalty reſpect the Perſons and 
Functions, and extreamly commiſerate the Condition of 
their Clergy,&c.---A Maſs of malicious Impudence ! Was 
it not the Nobility and Gentry, and the Repreſenta- 
tives of the Commonalty, that made thoſe Laws which 
turn'd them out, and declared the Function of their 
Biſhops an inſupportable Grievance to the Nation ? 
Where were their Adyocates then, why did they not ap- 
pear in Parliament, or wherefore did not their Nobility 
and Gentry, if there were ſo many of them, enter their 
Proteſtation againſt thoſe Laws? We hear but of very 
few of their Advocates there, and thoſe who did plead 
for them, were ſuch as had been imbrued in Presbyte-« 
rian Blood, and conſequently under Ca:z's Dread, and 
have been actually queſtioned ſince Þy the Parliament, 
as dillaffetted to the preſent Government : and the Truth 
is, they have few Friends but ſuch as if they had Pow- 
er would moleſt it, as the late Viſcount Dumlce, who 
was the firſt that made any Appearance for them, and 
did at the ſame time declare againſt the Government : 
And that the better ſort of the Commonalty are thcir 
Friends, Is a helliſh Lie, except the Ignorant, Profane, 
Swearing, Curſing, Drunken, Whoring Rabble, and 
ſuch as have no Worſhip of God in their Families 
(as not one in athouſand of the Prelatiſts have ſo much 
as the Form of it) be the beſt, and thoſe who walk in 
the contrary Steps be the worſt : I appeal to their own 
Conſciences if they do not know this to be true, and to 
all Men of any Morality , who make Conſcience of 
ſpeaking Truth to ſay to the contrary if they can, and 
whether this Aſlertion of his be not an impudent Lie 
in the Face of God and Man, it being very well known 
that debauched Perſons were always their greateſt 
Friends, and that the Generality of thoſe who had any 
Picty were their profeſſed Oppolſers. | 


And 
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And as for their Clergy's laclinations to the Eng 
Liturgy, and comforting their Souls with it in their 
.Diſtreſ:, Whatever Influence it may have upon many of 
the Engliſh Clergy to aſliſt them, who will a thouſand to 
one be readier todo that, than ſwear Allegiance to thcir' 
Soveraigns, it will be found but an inauſpicious Argu- 
ment with their own Country-men, and perhaps may 
ar:a the Good-women with their Folding-ſtools once 
r:9re againſt them, as it did formerly in Charles the firſt's 
time, when one of the Biſhops begun to read the Com- 
mon-Prayer (which ſhe called Papery) in her Ears. And 
indecd it verifies what the Dillenters have always ſaid of 
them, that. they were Strangers to the Power of Godli- 
neſs, and not knowing how to pray without, mult now 
have Recourſe to a Form, of which whatever need may 
be pretended for the Weak, they are as unreaſonable 
and unnatural an Impoſition upon the Strong, but eſpeci- 
ally on Miniſters. in the Exerciſe of all their Miniſterial 
Duties, as would be the impoſing of Crutches upon the 
Adult and able part -of Mankind, who can walk better 
without them ; and uſe them who will, if they haye any 
Experience of Chriſtianity on their Souls, they will 
quickly find the beſt of their Forms as defective and ill 
ſuitcd to their various Needs, as the poor Man did, who 
came to the Parſon for a Prayer to quench his burning 
Houſe. The Prieſt turning over his Book, and find- 
ing none for the purpoſe, at laſt bethought himſelf of 
that for Rain, which being only for moderate Showers ; 
the poor Man finding that not to reach his caſe, cried, 
Nay, Good Lord, whole Buckets full, for moderate Showers 
will not do my turn, | 
His topping Refletion comes next, that the Scors 
Presbvterians pray that God will pull down the Anti-Chriſts- 
an Hierarchy alſo in England. But lie ſuppoſes that to 
proceed from Zeal, rather than Encouragement of Au- 
thority; thopgh he wiſhes there were - no Features in the 
preſent Faceof things that encourages ſuch ſad Prog- 
noſtications3 Hinc ule lacryme. 
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Pray good Sir, Is it not as lawful for the Scors Presby- 
terians to pray againſt the Hierarchy as Anti-chriſtiav, 
as it was for a Metropolitan of England in the laſt Par- 
liament to declare the Diſſenters were not Chriſtians ? and 
be it known to his Lordſhip, Ule undertake to prove the | 
former, as ſoon as he ſhall have made good the latter. 
Or, farther, why may not the Scots Presbyterians as well 
pray againſt the Enghſh Hierarchy, as the Engliſh Cler- 
gy, and Prelates too, Plot, Drink, and Plead (we know 
where) againſt the Scors Presbytery ? and l believe they 
would pray againſt it alſo, but that they have not a 
Form for it, which they may eafily provide for now, 
that they are about mending the Liturgy, and then there 
will be .quid pro quo——.And whereas he ſuppoſes they 
are not herein encouraged by Authority: If he means 
the Authority of England, it?s Nonſenſe, for they have 
nothing to do with it : but if he mean the Authority of 
Scotland, he diſcovers his Ignorance and Sancineſs ; for 
it is plain they have done what was proper for a Civil 
Government (as ſuch) to do, viz. they have declared 
the Hierarchy (as to their own part) Antzhamane, that is, 
contrary to the Peoples Inclinations; and an inſupporta- 
ble Grievance to the Nation ; and I ſuppoſe are ſo good 
natured to wiſh their Neighbours were rid of it too ; and 
ſo mach the rather that they have fo often found, and 
do ſtill find their impoſing ſawcy Intrigues againſt the 
Kingdom of Scotland, where they have nothing to do 
wherein if they perſiſt, it may perhaps (and let them 
blame themſelves for it) prove as fatal to them as it did 
in the Days of Land. 

But ſeeing our Author 1s ſo good a Phyſiognomiſt, 


a5 to diſcover Features in the preſent Face of Aﬀairs, 


encouraging ſuch ſad Prognoſtications as the Fall of the 
Church of England's Hierarchy, he would have done 
well to have diſcovered them, that if poſſible the Effects 
might be prevented ; but this I ſuppoſe is reſerved to 
the next Seſſion at the Devil, where the Pillars of the 
Hierarchy, it's poſſible, may find ſome new Props, or 
Buttereſles, if his Majeſty's Oath, repeated Aſſurances, 

and 
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and Afts of Parliament, be not Security enovgh. But 
though the Scribler would by this Inſtatice; according 
to the uſual practices of the Papiſts, ( whereof the 
Church of England will never learn to be aware) in- 
cenſe them againſt his Majeſty, as endeavouring to bring 
in Presbytery, becauſe he has in ſome part gratified the 
Inclinations of his Majeſty's SubjeRts in Scotland : they 
way allure themſelves, that ſo long as they can ſecure 


to their Hierarchy the Inclinations of the generality of 


the People of England, they need not- fear that his Ma- 
jcſty, who aboliſhed ir; to ſatisfy the Inclinations of his 
People in Scotlang, will dothe like here, contrary to the 
Inclinations of his People in England; hiving drawn his 
firſt Breath in a Country where the People are fiiffered 
to follow their Inclinations in Matters of Religion, and 
not cudgell'd ( according to the manner of fome) into 
a Ceremonial Uniformity, where there is a ſubſtantial 
Multiformity- .And there would be.fo much the lefs 
hazard of then lofing/ the ' Inclinations' of the People, 
if the People perceived-his Majeſty had more of 'theirs ; 
for they cannot” ſpppoſe the Pebple ignorant; that al- 
moſt all of the Hierardiy { Biſhops at teaſt ) oppoſed his 
coming to the Crown of Efigland;. which - in a great 
meaſure obſtructed the Reliet, and cornfſeqnently occa- 
ſioned the Ruin of Ireland';, not that they do not ob- 
ſerve how the Metropolitan of all Ergland,' and too ma- 
ny of the reſt, diſown him ſtiff : Nor have they forgot, 
that upon the Oppoſition the Abdic?tion and Vacancy 
of the Throne met with from - the Mitred Lords; that 
when the Matter came to the Lower Houſe 2pain, they 
were tollowed by about 150 of the Commons; and 
conſequently the Nation at the very brink of Deſtru- 
(tion, by the moroſity of the Mitres, which occaſioned 
ſevere Refleftions upon them by ſome of their own Co- 
ronets, viz. That they generally found the Biſhops to be 
againit that which was for the Nation's Good; &c. 
And howſoever the late Oppoſition which they made to 
the late King may be magnified 3 they ſeem - quickly to 
have repented of it, when ſo many of the ſame Men 
are 


= 4-0 oe Om... ME I, a ee en EE rt, ed 


i 
[} 
| 
: 
[ 
; 
i 
: 
: 
: 
| 
/ 
| 
| 


_— ——— — 
Ms , "0 


( Zo ) 
2rc at-this Day oppoſite to his preſent Majeſty*s Title. 
But, ſuppoſing they had- continued ſtedfaft to the Na- 
tions Intereſt ; whatever good Nature might have done, 
| 2m ſure Juſtice would not have awarded them any 
Thanks, but fuch as are due to Him, who'after he- hath 
broke my Head, allows1ne a Plaiſter : Which will ap- 
pear undeniebly true, if we conſider that they - threw 
out the Bill of Exciuſton, which makes them chargeable 
withall the Miſchiets pait, prefent, and to come, from 


that unhappy Reign. And if they perſiſt in ſuch Cour- 


ics; it cannot, but bs thought that, early or late, the Na- 


1401}-giay.come. to enquire what ſort of Men they were 
who preached up Diſpenſing Power, Paſlive Obedience, 


Non-reliſtanee, ©. - And who were the moſt zealous 
in prompting Abhorrences of Petitions for a Parliament, 
reating, Charles the Second's Declaration for diſſolving. 
that of 'Oxford, promibing to athiſt and ſtand by him and 
the Duke of York; publiſhing .the Proteſtant Plots from 
their Pulpits ; whence they ridicyled that of the Papiſts ; 
which the Mitres are-ſtill ſo unwilling to have believed, 
that moſt of them oppoſed the reverſing of the Judg- 
ment of Perjury given. againſt Dr. Oates, who '( though 
little regarded) dig the. Nation more Scrvice than the 
Seven idolized Stars, ſo many of whom are now turned 
dark Lanthorns. Nor can it ever be forgot how many 
of the Inferior Clergy, following the conduct of their 
Triple-headed Guide, advanced the Intereſt of the 
Triple Crown, and ſome of them topping Ones too, 
at the Hoyr of Death, grated with their laviſh Non- 
{cnſical Dottrine of Non-reſiſtance,upon the Conſciences 
of the Noble Hero's and Darlings of the People, the 
Lord Ruſſel, and Duke of Monmoxth, upon the very Scaf- 
folds : and if the contrary Doctrine be damnable, as 
they alledged then, I am ſure their Church hath bcen 
guilty of damnable Practices lince. 

As for his malicious Infinuation, That it is not the 
want of AﬀeCtion to the preſent Eſtabliſhnient that in- 
cenſes the People of Scotland againſt the Epiſcopal Pare 
ty, he may remember that he contradits himſelf in the 


firſt 
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firſt- Page, where he ſays, That the ' Addreſs of the 
Biſhops againſt the Prince of Orange, incenſed the inferi- 
or People againſt them : So we ſee the Proverb verified, 
that Liars had need of good Memories. 

And whereas he ſays, That ſome of the Clergy ex- 
pelled Scotland, conform in all Points' when they Eme 
to England, it needs better proof than his Aſſertion to 
give it credit.: For what Reafon can there'be to own his 
Majeſty's Authority' in England, that 'might not have 
prevailed with them to do it in Scotland? Let any. rea+ 
ſonable Anſwer be given to this 3 and if there be any 
who do that here, pretending they were turned out. by 
Authority upon any other Account there, or that they 
may not have the ProteCtion of Authority to ſtay there ; 
he would do well to give us their Names, and we doubt 
not to prove them Intamous, Scandalous, Lying Runna- 
gates, of which we know there are too many who make 
it their Work to incenſe the Church of England againſt, 
and make them jealous of his Majeſty : Of which Num- 
ber this Pamphleteer ſeems to be, by his malicious Inſi- 
nuation, That Ceſar*s Ear « not open to hear their Com- 
plaints;, a ſeditious Refleftion, 8s if his Majeſty denied 
Common [utliice to 'any of ns Subjefts 5 which Autho- 
rity is obliged to enquire into and puniſh. 

And whercas he alledges, That the Sufferings of theſe 
infamous Hirclings, are not unlike thoſe of the Primi- 
tive Chriſtians. To which of the Saints will he turn 
him ? or where will hc find an Inſtance in the Primitive 
Church, That the Miniſters adhered to 2 perſecuting Pa- 
gan Prince, brought to the Crown by Force and Fraud, 
againſt a Chriſtian King duly elefted by the People ? 
Let him give me ſuch an one, Er erit mihi Magnus 
Apollo. 


But to conclude, with a true Charatter of theſe 
Scotiſh Prelatiſts, They are not ſuch as out of Conſci- 
ence decline to own the preſent Government z but 
knowing themſelves either to have been wicked Perſecu- 


tors, of ſcandalous Lives, or Inſufficient, ſo as _ 
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they could. not be continued in the Paſtoral 
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uns» 
der any good Government ; T hey thought it beſt £6; 
came off with a little Credit, and pretend Loyalty to 
the Abdicated Prince. | 


I conclude, with an obteſtation to all ſober Men, not to 
regard the Gain-ſayings of Heltors, Ruffians, prophane 
Fellows, Curſers, Facebites, Swearers, &c. ta any thing 
here delivered, though they ſhould confirm their Atte- 
ſtations with cxecrable Oaths, for they may be ſure that 
_— as make no Conſcience to ſwear, will make none to 


